
 

Vashti Turley Murphy Memorial Scholarship for Excellence 

Scholarship Overview 

The Vashti Turley Murphy Memorial Scholarship for Excellence embodies the Baltimore Alumnae 
Chapter’s dedication to supporting Baltimore’s brightest young minds. This prestigious scholarship, 
named in honor of our esteemed Founder and Charter Member, supports exceptional graduating high 
school seniors residing in Baltimore City and Baltimore County. Designed to foster academic success and 
leadership, this renewable scholarship includes financial assistance and personalized mentorship from a 
chapter member. 

Scholarship Award 

● Amount: $2,000 per year ($1,000 per semester). 
● Duration: Renewable for up to four years of undergraduate study. 
● Distribution: Funds are disbursed directly to the educational institution. 
● Additional Benefit: Mentorship from a chapter member to guide the recipient through their 

academic journey. 

 

Eligibility Criteria  

To qualify, applicants must: 

● Be a graduating high school senior residing in Baltimore City or Baltimore County. 
● Be an African American student reflecting the predominantly African American heritage of the 

sorority. 
● Plan to enroll in a four-year college or university for the upcoming academic year. 
● Maintain a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher each semester and continuous enrollment at your 

four-year college or university. 
● A minimum cumulative 3.0 GPA is required on the high school transcript for initial eligibility. 
● Demonstrate leadership, community involvement, and financial need. 
● Commit to submitting grades and academic updates annually to maintain the scholarship. 

Exception: Children and grandchildren of Baltimore Alumnae Chapter members are not eligible to apply 
for the scholarship. 

 

Application Guidelines 

● Submit the completed scholarship application form online via BACDST.org. 
● Provide the following supporting materials: 

○ Official high school transcript. 



○ Two letters of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, or community leader (no family
members). The letters must bear the organization's logo and MUST BE ADDRESSED to
Baltimore Alumnae Chapter (BAC) Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

○ A 500-750 word essay that explains how your college education will prepare you to
positively impact your community.

○ A copy of the FAFSA Student Aid Report or other documentation of financial need.
○ Attach a Headshot of yourself that will be retained by the Baltimore Alumnae Chapter.

● Ensure all materials are uploaded by the deadline.

Application Rules 

● Applicants must authorize the release of any and all information relative to this application
process including high school and college transcripts/grade reports. Personal reference 
letters/statements, or other information from community resources. 

● The Scholarship Committee may use portions of this information to highlight achievements of the
scholarship recipients. 

● Once enrolled in the institution of their choice, the scholarship recipient must forward a
verification of enrollment to the Scholarship Committee. Scholarship awards cannot be processed 
without this document. 

● Scholarship Awards will be dispensed in the fall (October) and spring (February) of the student's
program year. Note: Disbursements can be modified based on the school schedule. 

● Decisions of the Baltimore Alumnae Chapter Scholarship Committee are final.

Scholarship Timeline 

● Application Period: Opens February 15 and closes April 30, 2026.
● Submission: All applications and supporting documents must be submitted online by 11:59 PM. 

on April 30, 2026.
● Interviews for finalists will take place during the week of May 12, 2026.
● Notifications: Recipients will be notified by June 30, 2026.
● Disbursement: Funds will be sent directly to the recipient’s educational institution upon 

confirmation of enrollment.

Contact Information 

For inquiries or assistance with the application process, please contact the Scholarship Committee at 
scholarship@bacdst.org. 


